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and her friends are on their way to Aunt Feng's house and they
wonder if they could rest a while in your garden?"

Hsuan-wei was impressed by the way she had appeared from
nowhere and readily gave his consent, whereupon the maid
thanked him and went the same way she came. Presently she
came back with a troop of girls, picking their way among the
flowers and the willow trees. Every one of them was beautiful
of feature and graceful of carriage, but they were dressed differ-
ently, some in dark and others in light colors. Hsuan-wei invited
them to go into his house, and after they had seated themselves
he asked them their names and who the aunt was that they were
on their way to see. "I am Yang-shih," * said a girl in green, and
pointing to a girl in white she said, "This is Li-shih," 2 and pointing
to another in purple she said, "This is Tao-shih." 3 Thus she went
on, introducing them all, and finally pointing to a girl in a deep
red dress, she said, "This is Ah-tso, surnamed Shih.4 Although we
all have different surnames we are like sisters to one another. Our
Aunt Feng5 promised to come to see us but has not done so.
Tonight, the moon being bright, we have decided to go to her
and have stopped to pay our respects to you, sir, who have always
been so kind to us."

Before Hsiian-wei could answer, one of the girls announced that
Aunt Feng had come after all, and they all went out to meet her,
while Hsuan-wei stepped aside and watched them at a discreet
distance. "We were on our way to call on you, Aunt Eighteen," the
girls said after saluting her, "but have been detained by our host
here." "And where is your host?" Aunt Feng asked, whereupon
Hsiian-wei stepped forward and was introduced. He noticed a
certain air of aloofness about her and that her voice was cold and
crisp, and as he drew nearer to her he felt a chill emanating from
her that made his hair stand on end. Then they all entered the
guest hall where attendants had already set the table with rare

' Ghzysantbeixiuin*
* Pomegranate.
5 The Goddess of Wind.